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Hello

What’s inside!

Well this is another bumper edition, with
a variety of contributions-some regular
and some new.
A special thanks to Dennis Flavell for
bringing our village history to life,
making sure we don’t forget the past as
we seek to forge the future.
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Planning for events in 2022 is gathering
pace following the successes in 2021
and it’s great to see the efforts of Jenny
(the Parish Council Clerk) and Giles
(the groundsman), the latter ably
assisted by others, being recognised.
In the meanwhile we hope you enjoy
this read and the festive season which
is fast approaching

Kathy, Paul and Fe

Next Edition
The next issue will be the Spring
edition which will be distributed at
the end of March 2022.
Please check the Parish Council
website

Films @ St James’ Church
All start at 2.00 pm
Tuesday 30 November 2021
The Man Who Knew Too Much (PG)
Classic Hitchcock Thriller starring James Stewart and Doris Day
(with that famous song … ‘Que Sera, Sera’)
*******
Tuesday 21 December 2021
The Nativity Story (2006) (PG)
Experience the true meaning of Christmas. This film is elegantly produced,
deeply reverential and faithful to the Gospels.
Starring Keisha Castle-Hughes and Oscar Isaac
*******
Tuesday 25 January 2022
Finding Your Feet (12)
Uplifting and heart-warming film starring Timothy Spall, Imelda Staunton, Joanna
Lumley, Celia Imrie, David Hayman and John Sessions
*******
Tuesday 22 February 2022
with Celia Johnson and Trevor Howard in David Lean’s
Brief Encounter (PG)
*******
FREE admission
Hot drinks, popcorn, ice cream and assorted refreshments available
Bring along your favourite cushion!
All films have subtitles

www.littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
for the deadline for contributing
articles, news of village events
etcetera for future editions of Village
Views.

Village Views is supported
by Little Paxton Parish
Council

Articles should be emailed to:

DO YOU ENJOY A GAME OF BINGO?
COME ALONG TO LITTLE PAXTON VILLAGE HALL EVERY FRIDAY
NIGHT
CASH BINGO
DOORS OPEN

7.30

EYES DOWN

8.00

REFRESHMENTS AND RAFFLE AT INTERVAL

lpvillageviews@btinternet.com

OVER 18’s ONLY
FOR MORE INFO CALL: 07891655475
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Will You Help Shape the future of Little Paxton?

Why not join us for 2022?
Little Paxton Gardening Club is an established friendly club. You do not
need to be an experienced or knowledgeable gardener but enthusiasm
helps! Membership is open to all.

Our regular meetings will resume at 8pm
Wednesday 2nd February 2022 with a talk by
Geoff Hodge
“Winter Colour-Beating the Winter Blues”
Geoff is a freelance gardening and horticultural writer, author, editor
and radio and TV broadcaster. The return of a club favourite.

For more details and membership information please contact:
CHAIR: JANE HILL, Tel. 01480 218805
SECRETARY: MARGARET ROWLAND, Tel, 01480 383989
CLUB EMAIL : lpgardeningclub@hotmail.com

Look for the full 2022 programme on the club page of the Parish Council
Web site in the new year and see the monthly posters around the village –
join us for a taster meeting.

We wish you and your families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.
We look forward to seeing you soon.

QEII Playing Field
Anyone wishing to book the playing field, booking forms are now available
on the Council website or contact the Clerk. Please allow 6 weeks for
permission.
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The Community Led Plan (CLP) is produced every 5 years and is used to
determine how the Parish Council uses your money and its resources to
improve the village. The last one, completed in 2018, resulted in the
introduction of Bands in the Park, increased use of social media to promote
events and plans to build a public toilet on the QE11 field and to improve
street lighting.
The council is now looking for
residents to help design the next
survey, organise its completion in
2022, analyse the results and
produce the next plan. No special
skills are required only
enthusiasm, a little time and a
desire to make the village a better
place to live.

If you are interested in helping in any way at all please contact Jenny our
Clerk on 01480 470 193 or by email:
clerk@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
This is your chance to shape the future of your village, and we look forward
to hearing from you.

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree
Help us decorate the holly tree at the community garden near the entrance to the Allotment track on Gordon Road, Little Paxton.
The Parish Council will decorate the tree with Christmas lights. We would like to invite residents to add a
decoration to the tree. Watch out for the prickly
leaves.
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Parish

Council
Your Views Count

Council Meetings and Dates
2nd & 16th December, 6th & 20th January, 3rd & 10th February- meetings
are now starting at 7pm and are held in the Village Hall meeting room.
Meeting COVID safety-please enter the meeting room via the main
entrance to the Village Hall. Face coverings are required when you enter &
exit the meeting room.
Members of the public must not attend Council meetings if they have any
COVID19 symptoms. If they have issues regarding items on the Agenda,
they are advised to contact the Clerk.
Each Meeting Agenda has a 15-minute Public Forum for members of the
public to raise issues with the Council relating to items of Council business
which are for debate on the agenda.
Before the start of Full Council meetings, members of the public may raise
issues with the Clerk as items for future meeting agendas.
Agendas and Minutes can be viewed on the Parish website and on the
Parish Notice board on St. James Road.
Please check the Parish website for the Meeting Agendaswww.littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk’s contactable hours only between: Mon- Fri 9am- 2.30pm.

Email: clerk@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
The correspondence address for the Parish Council is not a public office
and all meetings with the Clerk are to be arranged by appointment.
All telephone calls to the Parish Clerk are recorded for training & monitoring
purposes.

The council is seeking your
views and support in
developing a community led
plan. See page 3 for details
on how you can help improve
our village.
Parish Council Grants

Each year the Council makes
grants available to village
groups and organisations.
Applications are available on
the Council website or by
contacting the Clerk.
Social Media

Little Paxton Parish Council
has its own Facebook page.
Keep up to date with what is
happening in Little Paxton
and like the page
www.facebook.com/
LittlePaxtonParishCouncil
There is also a Facebook
page for Paxfest & the Fun
Dog Showwww.littlepaxton.com/
LittlePaxtonPaxfest
The Parish Council is now on
twitter @LPParishCouncil

Your Parish Councillors are:
John Abbott

07835

435187 cllr.jabbott@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Keith Barker, 41 Hayling Avenue

01480

406510

cllr.kbarker@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Sarah Bell

01480

531838

cllr.sbell@ littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Kathy Bishop, 1 Park Crescent

01480

214524

cllr.kbishop@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Paul Bishop, 1 Park Crescent

01480

214524

cllr.pbishop@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Lyndsay Evans

cllr.levans@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Gareth Holsgrove

cllr.holsgrove@littlepaxtonparishconcil.gov.uk

Pat Law

01480

763349

cllr.plaw@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Jean Matheson, 21 Jubilee Close

01480

476298

cllr.jmatheson@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Nicola Muhlhausen

07704

289400

cllr.nmuhlhausen@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Sean Radley, 99 High Street

01480

218727

cllr.sradley@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Bob Webster, 17 Lakefield Avenue

07811

353747

cllr.bwebster@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Malcolm Whale

07803

756151

cllr.mwhale@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Did You Know?
Facts from Local History by Dennis Flavell

Little Paxton Street Names
The Crofts. The Crofts or Tofts were enclosed areas of land
farmed by the villagers. An early 19th century map shows
them situated to the east of a lane which then ran in a
north / south direction from the church to the riverside
path. On the opposite side of this lane were the cottages
which were destroyed in the laying out of Paxton Park.
Boardman Close. Harold Boardman and his wife acquired
Paxton Park from the estate of Lady Wantage in 1920. The
Boardmans established a school there for the children of
Christian Scientists, a sect whose members placed their faith
in God rather than doctors. A local scandal ensued when a
schoolboy died during a serious illness because no doctor had
been called. One pupil educated at Boardman’s Paxton Park
School was Pilot Officer Philip CARDELL of Manor Farm, who
was shot down and died over the English Channel in 1940.
Booth Way. Sir Williamson Booth, 2nd Baronet occupied
Paxton Park House from 1858 to 1877; he was the son of
William Booth esq. of Roydon Hall, Essex. He became Deputy
Lieutenant, Magistrate, and High Sheriff of Huntingdon and
Cambridgeshire. He also enlarged what was once a large
farmhouse and laid out the surrounding park lands. Sir
Williamson BOOTH had interests in horse racing, his horse
‘Artless’ won the Cesarewitch in 1859 . One of his servants
surnamed Webb drowned in 1859 at the Paxton Gt. Ouse Ferry crossing.

Beeson Close. The Beeson name is of Anglo Saxon origin, a
locational name probably of Bedfordshire. Several generations
of the Beeson family lived in Little Paxton and are associated
with Wray House, a farmhouse built about 1900. The name
Wray House (Ray Houses) was originally applied to a farm in
Southoe Parish, that building being demolished and the name
attached to the later house within Little Paxton, close to the
river, at the ferry site to Gt. Paxton.

2 Vacancies

4

17

Little Paxton Parish Council Winter Gritting
Areas to be gritted
1. Entrance from the QEII Playing Field, High Street to the Doctors’ Surgery.
2. The Rookery Steps and Ramp
3. Footpath through St. James’ Churchyard

Little Paxton Preschool Committee - Position for Chairperson
Little Paxton Preschool is at the heart of the community and is loved by all who
attend. The committee works alongside the preschool to help support, maintain
standards and fundraise, which is a key element to its continued success.
We are currently looking for a new Chairperson to join our committee.
Whether your child attends the preschool, you're a grandparent or carer or a Little
Paxton resident who is passionate about the community, we would love to hear
from you. Being on the committee doesn't just benefit the children, it's a chance to
meet new people, exercise and improve your skills and have your say on how the
preschool is run.
Although the role of chair is an important one within our committee, it requires
minimum voluntary hours and is well supported by the other key members. It's a
great opportunity to support your community and help the preschool grow.

For more information or to volunteer, please email
secretary@littlepaxtonpreschool.org

Gritting will only take place on the days the Council’s Groundsman works
normally Monday– Friday (mornings). There will be no gritting carried out at
weekends

Little Paxton Community Garden
The community garden team have planted bedding plants and tidied up the garden ready for Winter. A new apple tree has been planted. And you may have
noticed a new addition.

The community garden volunteers have upcycled a redundant Royal Mail cabinet and transformed it into a seed swap collection box.
Cllr John Abbot & the Council Groundsman Giles Buchanan removed the mailbox, painted it, added shelves and a new door to give the box a new lease of life.

The Council plans to transform another Royal Mail cabinet into a book swap box.

Reporting Highway Faults

Plant a Tree for the Jubilee
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative
created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.
Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages,
cities, counties, schools and corporates are being encouraged to play
their part to enhance our environment by planting trees during the
official planting season between October to March. Tree planting will
commence again in October 2022, through to the end of the Jubilee
year.
Watch out for more details on the Parish Council website

www.littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
or
https://queensgreencanopy.org/
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Highway faults including pot holes, broken kerbs, overgrown vegetation, broken
signage can be reported on the Cambridgeshire County Council website - Report
a Highways fault. All that is needed is the location and a description of the fault–
although a photo can also be helpful.
There is also a section to report faulty street lights.
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Dogs off Leads on the QEII Playing Field
Now that the evenings are dark early, this is not a reason for dog walkers to
allow their dogs off the lead and run amok on the QEII Playing Field. The HDC
Enforcement Officer will be carrying out visits to the playing field. There is a public
space protection order on the field requiring all dogs to be kept on leads.
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Your local Library, a hub of community engagement.
Following on from the success of the Summer Reading Challenge that saw over
200 children complete the six-book challenge, we hosted a prestigious award
ceremony at the Priory Centre for the successful finishers to collect their
certificates and medals from non-other than the Town Mayor! Not that we like
to boast but St Neots Library came top in the county for the number of children
participating so well done to all our younger readers!
We also returned to in-person events this Autumn, courtesy of The Library
Presents, with a fabulous production of Hamlet performed by New International
Encounter, the award-winning theatre company behind Cambridge Junction’s
popular family Christmas shows. A three-person cast of actors and musicians
gave an emotional and accessible rendition of Hamlet in just 45 minutes!
Shakespeare’s Globe eat your heart out! Award winning Ditto Theatre Company
brought us Darwin the Chimp, an original story that combined storytelling,
puppetry and movement, performed at Buckden Village Hall and Loves Farm
Community Centre. We also had a super fun ceramics workshop where the
children could really get stuck into their creative imaginations and create their
own sculptures. We’ll have more of these Arts Council events running in the
Spring so keep an eye out for the programme appearing online and in brochures
at the library soon. They really are high quality events with something for
everyone.
We also have the return of our much loved regular events including Rhyme Time
for babies and toddlers on Friday mornings 10:15 and 11:15, St Neots Knitting
and Craft Group on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 10am – 12 noon
(come along and get crafting!) and Code Club hosted remotely by Coder Dojo on
alternate Saturdays 2-3.30pm. Check out the Coder Dojo website to learn more:
coderdojo.com
Or if you’re more of a traditionalist, we of course have an excellent selection of
cosy reads for this time of year so pop in and pick up some books to keep you
entertained as the nights draw in. We always love to give recommendations so
feel free to ask us about our favourite autumnal reads!
6

Are You New to Little Paxton?
If you have recently moved to Little Paxton or if you have new
neighbours, the Parish Council has a Welcome to Little Paxton
letter which provides information about and helpful contacts in
the village and community groups. If you would like a Welcome
Letter, please contact the Clerk Tel 01480 470193 or email
clerk@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
15

Investigation into Paxton Weir as a site for possible hydro electric generation – Latest.
In March 2020 Waterside Green Energy was set up as a Charitable Community
Benefit Society committed to supporting the people of Huntingdonshire in rapid
decarbonisation through the generation and use of renewable energy. Our
team, a group of talented local people committed to doing something positive
about the climate emergency, started work on a project suggested by a member
of the community. Despite the constraints imposed by lockdown, they decided
to investigate whether the River Great Ouse at Paxton Weir could support
hydroelectricity generation
Eighteen months later, what have we achieved?
The most important development is that we now know that the site is viable
and there are suitable technologies that could generate sufficient power to
make a hydro-electric generation installation both worthwhile and financially
doable.
We commissioned Hydroplan in September 2021 to undertake a Full Feasibility
Study, fleshing out what needed to be done to achieve the successful
completion of this project on behalf of our local community .

It will also provide the necessary data we need to apply to the Environment
Agency for permission to proceed. Hydroplan will use hard data to calculate
the amount of electricity the system will be capable of generating, how we can
sell it; connect to a user or the National Grid and maintain our output. Questions
of land ownership, environmental impact and species protection will also be
addressed.
We expect this report to be available by the end of this year, December 2021.
We will then reconsider the viability of the project and if it is deemed both
feasible and achievable we will consult the local population seeking their
approval on the firm proposal we will put forward. This consultation is likely to
take place in mid-January 2022.
We look forward to engaging more with you in the New Year.
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Our Vicar, Canon Annette Reed writes:
This comes with all good wishes to all readers of Village Views and hoping you are
all keeping well and cheerful.
Although the pandemic is far from over, we have been able to resume a lot of our
services and activities at St James’ thanks to a hard working team who look after
the community space. We are looking forward to many events during the Advent
season leading up to Christmas. Check out the publicity for the Pop-Up Christmas
Cheer event on Friday 10th December which takes place inside and outside church
and also the Christmas Children’s parties on Monday 20th December.
Below are some of the regular services and events at St James.
Every Sunday of the month a service at 9.15am (apart from the first Sunday of the
month in December when we shall have a Forty Minutes All Age worship service at
9.45am).
Watch out for Forty Minutes posters from January onwards announcing that the
popular first Sunday All Age service will be starting at its old time of 10.45am.
Every Wednesday a mid week service which starts at 10.00am and then 9.45am
from the 5th January 2022.
Wednesdays (term-time) 11.00am – 12.30pm ‘Baby and Toddler’ group for Tots
and their carers. Come join the fun! £1 donation per child.
Fridays 10.30am – 12.00pm – Tea, coffee and a chat in a warm, spacious and
friendly space. Pop along and have a cuppa! We look forward to welcoming you.
Last Tuesday of the month (except December) at 2pm, Little Paxton Pictures provides films on a big screen – look out for the advertisements!
The Local History Group is back meeting on the first Tuesday in the month. BUT for
December, the group will be meeting on Tuesday December 14th at 1.30pm.
Here are some of the dates and times for our special Christmas Services in church.

Sunday 5th December at 9.45am – Forty Minutes for Advent followed by refreshments.
Sunday 12th December at 4.00pm – Carols by candlelight.
Friday 17thDecember at 7.30pm – The Southonian Singers Christmas Concert
Friday 24th December 2.00pm – Christingle and Carols Service
Friday 24th December 10.00pm – First Communion of Christmas
Saturday 25th December 10.00am – Christmas Day Informal Holy Communion
Please note … No Sunday service on 26th December
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Our next WI meeting will be held on Monday, December 13th,
and this will be a Christmas Party. Please note the timing is
different from the normal third Monday of the month.
Next year we will meet on January 17th for our annual lunch,
February 21st we will have a talk by Caroline Richardson from
Art and Soul
The next meeting will be on March 21st with the subject to be
arranged
New members always welcome. Meetings start at 2pm.
Contact Rosemary Young on 01480 700808 for more details
13

We look forward to welcoming you to our services.
We meet in the school at 10.30am on Sundays and follow the current
guidance.

There is also a Sunday evening meeting at 7.00pm at the school.
For further information please email the Pastor, Richard Fairbairn using
rich@kclp.uk

Kingfisher Church
10.30am at Little Paxton Primary School

There are home groups on Tuesday evenings.
For further details call 01480 476811
See us on facebook or visit our website: www.kclp.uk

There are also YouTube services available on the 2nd and 4th Sundays with links to these
on our @The PaxtonsBenefice Facebook Page. We also produce a weekly ‘Keeping in
Touch’ (KIT) newsletter which our PCC Secretary Anita Bailey sends out every Saturday
evening. If you would like to receive one by email, do let her know: ajlbailey@aol.com.
We can also hand deliver a ‘KIT’ if anyone isn’t online. Just let Annette know on 01480
211048.
We are excited to confirm that, very soon, we will be sharing recordings of our Sunday
worship services on YouTube and live streaming lots of services too!
Churchyard Update
Ongoing thanks to Frankie and his team who keep the churchyard so smart and tidy.
Hopefully they can have a bit of a rest from grass cutting over the winter but, we do
appreciate their work all year round.
The East Boundary Churchyard wall was repaired in September and we are very grateful
to the Parish Council for funding this extensive project. We very much appreciate it
when local, and not so local, families tend their loved one’s graves and keep them tidy.

Baptisms and Weddings
We already have several weddings and baptisms booked for 2022 and anyone is
welcome to contact Annette to arrange to discuss their special event.
And finally ….
We look forward to sharing with lots of you the good news which is at the heart of
Christmas, the coming of God’s love, joy, and peace into a troubled world with the
birth of Jesus. A message needed just as much now as 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem.
With love and prayers.

Annette

Christmas @ Kingfisher Church
Do join us for our special services to celebrate Jesus’ birth
Outdoor Carol Service – 4.30pm on Sunday 19th December
Christmas Day Service – 10.30am on Saturday 25th
December
These will be at Little Paxton Primary School
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Council Sponsored Events 2022

Autumn Flower & Vegetable Show
Beer Festival
Saturday 10th September 2022
Little Paxton Village Hall/ QEII Playing Field

‘A Day at the Races- Jubilee Celebration’
Saturday 4th June 2022 4pm – 8pm
QEII Playing Field, Paxton

After the success of this year’s event, the Parish Council has started planning the
2022 Autumn Show.
We would welcome any feedback about Show classes, Beer Festival etc.
Please email clerk@littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

An exciting free community event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Her Majesty the Queen enjoys horse racing-so what better
way to celebrate 70 years reign than to have our own horse races on
the QEII Playing Field.
However, these will not be real horses but hobby horses. Time to
upcycle brooms, mops etc. and transform them into a hobby horse.
Races will take place between 4pm- 6pm and will comprise flat race,
steeple chase, dressage and pantomime horse race.
There will be more than one of the same race to accommodate
numbers & age ranges.
A live band has been booked to play music from 6pm-8pm. Bring your
own picnic.
Look out for more information to follow in the next edition of Village
Views.

Clerk Wins Regional Award
At the recent Annual conference of CAPALC (Cambridge and
Peterborough Association of Local Councils) held at Wyboston Lakes,
Jenny Gellatly the Clerk to Little Paxton Parish Council, won the “Clerk of
the Year 2021” Award.
Cllr. Kathy Bishop, Chair of Little Paxton Parish Council said “ I cannot
overstate the hard work, commitment, and boundless energy Jenny brings
to the role of clerk. Her infectious enthusiasm has and continues to
energise the council and everyone involved so that things happen in Little
Paxton! Jenny has played a pivotal part in lifting the spirits of our village
community during these times of pandemic. She fully deserves this award
which recognises her remarkable contribution to village life.

QEII PLAYING FIELD RECEIVES GREEN FLAG AWARD FOR
SECOND YEAR IN A ROW

Paxfest & Fun Dog Show 2022
Planning has started for Paxfest which will take place on Saturday 9
July 2022 at the QEII Playing Field & Village Hall.

th

The event theme is ‘Paxfest & Fun Dog Show - ‘A Traditional Village
Fete’
For more information about the event and to book a commercial stall,
please see the Paxfest page on the Council website
www.littlepaxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
The booking fee for a village commercial stall is £10 & a non village
commercial stall is £25.00
10

Once again the QEII Playing Field, Little Paxton flies the flag as
one of the country’s best parks.
In a record-breaking year for the Green Flag Award, as the scheme
marks its Silver Jubilee, QEII Playing Field, Little Paxton is one of
2127 celebrating success (one of 4 in Huntingdonshire).
The QEII Playing Field joins parks and green spaces as diverse as
the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, Woodhouse Park
in Peterlee and Chiswick Old Cemetery in London in achieving this
prestigious award thanks to the hard work of all involved in its
upkeep.
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